
Evolution of Swale Watchers: Timeline of Key Events  

1. Meewasin's First EcoBlitz May 2011 

2. Northeast Swale Watchers established November 2011 

----Our Vision: to advocate for the protection an extended 26 kilometers of ancient riverbank 

extending from the South Saskatchewan River in Saskatoon (in the shape of a reverse C) and 

ending back at the river at Clark's Crossing 

----Our Mission: to promote awareness and to have specialists share research data and policy 

information with the membership 

3.  Focus shifted to protecting the Northeast Swale within Saskatoon on April 2012 after City 

Planning reported on their plans to develop neighbourhoods and infrastructure in that area. 

4. 2012-2019 Held bimonthly meetings and events to educate the general public, City 

representatives and developers about the importance of the Swales. Made presentations to 

Meewasin and Council and conducted media interviews. Contributed to various consultations 

conducted by Meewasin and the City of Saskatoon.  

5. Prepared the Twelve Points needed for a City Plan for the Swale April 2016 and presented it 

to Standing Policy Committee on Environment and Utilities. 

Paving Paradise major event was held jointly with the Saskatoon Public Library in April 2016, to 

inform citizens about the very dangerous impacts posed by the City's plans for neighbourhood 

development and the Province's plan for a highway through the Swale. 

Prepared a brochure and video to distribute to the public leading up to the October 2016 

municipal election to ensure that the issue of protecting the Swales was in the discussion.  

6. March 2017 prepared the Swale Action Update and presented it to Council. In June 2017 we 

conducted the pilot program the Good Neighbour Project funded by EcoFriendly Sask. We 

targeted the Evergreen neighbourhood adjacent to the Swale to promote better understanding of 

the benefits of living with wildlife nearby. Unfortunately, we weren't able to get funds to extend 

the project in partnership with SES and Meewasin.  

Throughout 2017 we met regularly with Graham Commuters on the P3 to build the Commuter 

Parkway, arranged for two Swale Watchers to monitor construction, and contributed to 

Meewasin's public hearings on the project at each of the stages.  

7. Worked with the City to establish the Northeast Swale Stakeholder Group in November 2018. 

The Stakeholder Working Group with membership from the City Administration and Council, 

Meewasin and Community experts held many meetings to determine best practices to 

recommend to Council to enable their decision making to be more evidence based.   



In 2018 we partnered with the Nature City 2018 Festival with a workshop on Nature Needs Half 

and contributed to the creation of a joint University/ City/ Community Committee to coordinate 

research about the Northeast Swales.  

8. In 2019 Warrick Baijius completed Comprending Swale Ecosystems, a compendium of 

research completed as well as data omissions requiring attention. This was part of a project that 

came out the joint U of S committee.  

Also, in 2019 petitions on protecting the Northeast Swale were circulated, signed and submitted 

to MLA Cathy Sproule for presentation to the Legislature.   

In 2019 Ministry of Highways announced the beginning of a functional study of the proposed 

route for a perimeter highway and in April 2019 we participated on the Technical Advisory 

Committee (we resigned from this committee because of concerns about greenwashing in April 

of 2021). We also met with various representatives of Highways and coordinated a letter writing 

campaign opposing the route of the highway through the Swales.  

In October 2019, 90 people attended event called More Than an Urban Park to hear the latest 

information from experts from Meewasin and the City on threats to the Swales.  

12. In 2020 the Geography Department, Swale Watchers, and the Saskatchewan Environmental 

Society partnered on a social media project to have weekly posts on various interesting aspects 

of the Swales. This was a Knowledge Mobilization Project that was a follow up to the report by 

Warrick Baijius. 

13. In 2021, the focus was on the results of the City's Natural Areas Screening Report. We 

finally got access to the report June 2021 when it was shared as part of the UH3 engagement 

process. (This after a freedom of information request was filed 90 days prior.) Throughout 2021, 

we have been commenting on the City's planning process vis-à-vis natural areas. We are 

advocating that the developer should be required to consider the importance of the natural area 

before beginning the design of the neighbourhood.   

14. Early 2022 has seen us contributing our views to Meewasin's Feasibility Study on the 

feasibility of establishing a National Urban Park in the Saskatchewan River Valley. 

 

LJ April 2022 

 


